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THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD 



MISSIONS 



After the War What of Foreign 
Missions? 

This is the thought which seems to be 
occupying the minds of all leaders in the 
mission world. Writing in the Harvard 
Theological Review on the effects of the war 
on Protestant missions, James L. Barton 
finds that the church's interests have been 
disturbed to a degree not second to that of 
any other enterprise. In the German 
colonies, in the Balkan Peninsula, and 
throughout the Turkish Empire, to say 
nothing of those fields which were affected 
more indirectly, the work of the missionary 
has been interrupted and sometimes even 
stopped altogether. The missionary force 
has been depleted, the cost of operation has 
in many cases been more than doubled, and 
untold inconvenience has been suffered in 
the movement of missionaries to and from 
their respective fields. 

The region which has perhaps suffered 
most severely has been that formerly under 
the dominion of the Turkish Empire. Here 
American missions had been established 
for almost a hundred years, with a total 
investment during that time of not less than 
forty million dollars and property actually 
worth from eight to ten millions. As soon 
as Turkey declared war the special con- 
cessions under which these missionary 
enterprises had been conducted were with- 
drawn. The missionaries were left without 
guaranteed rights, unspeakable atrocities 
were practiced upon the native converts, 
schools were of necessity closed, the native 
Christians were forced to flee for their lives, 
and several of the missionaries themselves 
met death either at the hand of assassins 
or through disease. 

One of the most remarkable indirect 
results of the war has been the realignment 



of the whole Moslem world due to the col- 
lapse of Turkey. Previous to the outbreak 
of the war the Sultan of Turkey had been 
recognized by the millions of Mohammedans 
scattered throughout the East as the Caliph 
of Islam and the keeper and protector of the 
sacred shrines of Mecca and Medina. The 
refusal of these millions in other lands to 
follow their Caliph in a holy war, instigated 
by Germany, marked the first serious defec- 
tion of allegiance. The downfall of Turkey 
has completed the disintegration. The 
Moslem world is today without a head, 
unless it be that the King of the Hedjaz 
succeeds in his ambition to set himself up 
as the new defender of the faithful. If this 
state of disintegration continues it cannot 
fail to have a significant bearing upon the 
program of Christian missions. 

Dr. Barton sees another effect of the war 
in the "enlarged vision of missions in relation 
to the state." The last two years have 
revealed a marvelous advance in the think- 
ing of the civilized world upon the sisterhood 
of nations. We are rapidly learning that 
no country on earth can remain backward 
intellectually, morally, or nationally and 
not to a degree become a dead weight and 
even a menace to the other nations of the 
world. We are learning that the principles 
which lie at the foundation of any true 
alliance of nations are the principles taught 
in the New Testament. Facts of this 
character are convincing the missionary 
leaders that the horizon of their vision must 
be enlarged to include a message to the 
nations as well as to the individual and to 
society. 

It is daily becoming more and more 
apparent that the future of world-democracy 
is intimately bound up with the task of the 
foreign missionary. Twenty years ago but 
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a small portion of the world's population 
lived under a democratic form of govern- 
ment; but in the last few years China and 
Russia have revolted against the old regime, 
India is clamoring for more self-expression, 
Japan is extending greater political rights 
to her people, and, what is more, these four 
countries, which possess about two-thirds 
of the population of the world, have thrust 
their way as never before into an active 
participation in world-politics, and must 
henceforth have an ever louder voice in the 
affairs of the nations. Now if these people 
are actuated by the proper ideals and if 
the laws that they make are based upon the 
principles of justice and brotherhood the 
world will move on steadily toward that 
happy day when the nations shall dwell 
together in unity. What will be the result 
to the world if these millions of the world's 
population come into a democratic form of 
government with ideals which will not only 
be a menace to themselves but a curse to the 
rest of humanity ? 

Education alone, with its colleges and 
universities, its histories, philosophies, and 
science, will not make these Eastern peoples 
safe for the world. Education in Christian 
principles and development of Christian 
character alone will suffice. 

Prospects of the Catholic Church 
in Central Europe 

That the leaders of Catholicism are 
following with the keenest interest the future 
possibilities of their church in the newly 
formed states of Europe is seen from the fol- 
lowing, which we take from the Missionary, 
published in the city of Washington, D.C.: 

All wide-awake Catholics are curiously 
scanning the eastern horizon of Europe for signs 
of the times; what will be the outcome of the 
present upheaval, balanced in the scales of 
Catholic truth ? 

In Germany the Catholic church has been 
in a minority, though Bavaria and most of the 
Rhine Valley are dominantly Catholic; but 
now, as far as one may judge, the fate of the 



former empire is in the hands of the socialists. 
If the radical wing of that party gets control all 
religion will suffer. But if old-time German 
socialism gains supreme power the cause of reli- 
gion has nothing serious to dread. Separation 
of church and state will of course be intro- 
duced, and the German Catholics must volun- 
tarily support their religious institutions of all 
kinds. All experience shows that they are quite 
competent to do so. That a moderate socialistic 
state would actually prohibit private schools of 
all kinds and monopolize the grand totality 
of education is not likely; that is a trait of 
anarchism, or of a socialism fiercely venomous. 

It seems certain that the South Slavs will 
effectuate their centripital aspirations and form 
a federal nation of their entire race, with Servia 
as its point of mutual union. The bulk of the 
people are religiously minded and are about 
equally divided between the Greek Orthodox 
church and the Catholic church of the Roman 
rite. This will necessitate religious fair play, a 
synonym for religious liberty. Herein will be a 
golden opportunity for conversions, because the 
Croats and the Carniolians are all fervent 
Catholics, and all are provided with a faithful 
and enterprising clergy. Meanwhile, conversion 
of the Orthodox would not mean the forfeiture 
of their Greek rite and liturgy, nor the loss of 
any of their other cultural privileges. Through- 
out the whole of this new nation the Catholic 
clergy have ever sponsored their people's racial 
aspirations. 

As to Poland, that heroic race is wholly 
Catholic; and when the skies have cleared from 
its stormy re-entrance into the family of nations, 
the true religion will both aid its civil life 
and consecrate and elevate its people to a 
career of unrivaled achievement in every domain 
of life. 

The new republic of the Czecho-Slavs will be 
three-quarters Catholic. The. majority of its 
people are whole-heartedly so. There is an 
active minority of doctrinaires who may try to 
hurt religion and oppose the church if they can; 
but it is a most promising fact that the new 
president, although formerly a radical and an 
unbeliever, is convinced that the hope of a 
nation is in moral and religious development. 
There will be no encouragement of an anti- 
religious spirit among the Czecho-Slavs. Fortu- 
nately the entire Bohemian clergy have from 
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before the armistice ranged themselves on the 
popular side. 

In the former Russian Empire the prospects 
of Catholicity are promising, and millions of 
the Ukrainians are Uniat Catholics; that is to 
say, following a Greek liturgy but organically 
united to Rome. Already these have gained 
many thousands of their countrymen to union 
with the Apostolic See. Those who know the 
conditions affirm that the entire new nation 
will be converted. Schismatic parishes and 
even dioceses are returning to the church with 
their bishops and priests at their head. Our 
readers may not all be aware that several millions 
of these Ruthenians, as the western Ukrainians 
are called, were forced into schism by the 
Russian autocracy within the last 150 years, 
with circumstances of the utmost brutality. 

We are of course curious to know what will 
be the political and legal status of the church in 
these new Slavish commonwealths. Experience 
proves that religious liberty, as that condition 
is known in America, is an exceedingly favorable 
condition for not only the practice but especially 
for the spread of the Catholic faith. 

Missionary Program in the Primary 
Department 

Miss Blanche Young McNeal, writing 
in the Heidelberg Teacher, gives a few helpful 
suggestions concerning the best methods of 
arousing interest in the young minds. In 
one school there are employed three effectual 
methods of presenting missionary work and 
one basic principle. The first method is a 
sand table, the second is the illustrated story, 
and the third is the dramatization of stories 
and missionary songs. The principle is that 
the work be presented in an attractive way. 

On the first Sunday in October, or after 
the departmental changes have been made, 
the missionary program for the year — a 
program which has been well planned — -is 
begun and is carried through one Sunday 
each month. The teacher, with the Bible 
in his hand and with the Master's command, 
"Go ye into all the world and preach the 
gospel to the whole creation," on the black- 
board, contrasts the blessings of our Chris- 
tian land with the suffering and darkness of 



heathendom — the blessings due to the 
wonderful Book, the darkness to the lack 
of it. 

Missionary songs follow; then come 
competitive missionary Bible texts by 
individuals and classes. Then comes the 
story, always illustrated by the sand table, 
pictures, dramatization work, or a letter 
from the boy in Turkey who is supported by 
their liberality. Of course there is the 
missionary calendar to be hung on the wall 
as an eye reminder of the special truth 
taught that day. 

The missionary prayer must have in it 
the spirit of the children's love and 
sympathy for those who do not know. The 
collection is often twice as large as the 
amount of the ordinary offering, for they 
have been denying themselves all during the 
month for this occasion of occasions. One 
lad became so enthusiastic over giving that 
he went into the "Saturday Evening Post 
business" and divided his income — not his 
profits — on the fifty-fifty basis, thus con- 
tributing over six dollars in one year. 

Missionary culture is the rightful inherit- 
ance of every child. Many parents do not 
realize this and leave all training of this 
nature to the Bible school. The opportu- 
nity is great and should not be neglected. 

With the Chinese in France 

From the Missionary Herald we take the 
following account of the Christian work that 
is being carried on among the Chinese 
laborers in France by the Y.M.C.A.: 

There have been established seventy-five 
centers of work, with about as many British 
missionaries and Chinese workers, besides the 
score of Chinese and some forty Americans who 
have already sailed or are preparing to leave to 
represent this country. 

Four main lines of work are being main- 
tained: recreation, education, moral and 
religious uplift. For recreation various games 
were introduced. In education a start was made 
in the fact that the world is round, begin- 
ning with the globe and ending with lantern 
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slides. Volunteer letter-writing classes had 
been started, those who could write acting as 
scribes for those who could not. Streams of 
letters are going back to China with the Red 
Triangle on them and the Chinese characters for 
"Christ Church" and "Green Year's Associa- 
tion." The tendency to gamble among the 
Chinese was being overcome by amateur 
theatricals, which were having an amazing 
vogue. The Christians were being gathered in 
Brotherhoods, with a deacon or elder appointed; 
hard-wood boards were hung in the Quiet Room 
with the names of those Christian Chinese carved 
upon them, who were thus encouraged with the 
sense of their comradeship and inspired to keep 
true to their profession. 

We have yet to hear what is to be done with 
this Labor Battalion; whether the men will be 
kept in France for rehabilitation work, or 
whether they will soon begin to leave and return 
to their native land. It is given to wonder what 
report they will carry back and spread through 
wide areas of China as to Europe and its people, 
the war and its conduct by the Allies, and, in 
particular, concerning the Christian hand of 
good- will that was held out to them. 

The Wandering Jew on His Way 
Home 

A brief estimate of the Zionist movement 
is given in the March number of the World 
Outlook: 

The harps hung up in Babylon are to be taken 
down at last — for after 1,842 years the war 
decided that the Jew may go back to Palestine. 
The faithful have prayed for the restoration all 
these centuries, and for twenty-two years the 
Zionist organization has worked to this end. 
Then on November 2, 191 7, Great Britain pro- 
claimed that Palestine should once more belong 



to its own people. All the nations have agreed, 
and it needs only the decree at the peace table 
to make it official. 

There are now in Palestine 100,000 Jews, or 
about one-seventh of the whole population. It 
is hoped that within a generation there will be 
1,000,000 Jews there. The difficulty is not to 
get them to go, but to restrict immigration until 
the land is ready for them. Palestine is an 
agricultural country, but it needs long care 
before it can yield the necessities of life for a 
normal population. American Zionists are 
raising a million dollars to be spent in developing 
the resources of the country. 

In all the world there are 14,000,000 Jews, 
3,000,000 of whom are in the United States. 
Already 10 per cent of the Jewish farmers of this 
country (the class most needed now) have made 
application to return to Palestine. 

There will be no more kings of Judea. 
Instead there will be a republican form of 
government, probably under the trusteeship of 
Great Britain . It will be a mixture of the oldest 
and the newest governments, for the plans are 
for a nation based on the principles of the United 
States; but as far as feasible laws relative to 
divorce, relations of parent and child, inheri- 
tance, and occupancy of the land will be based 
upon the old Hebrew laws. Specifically the 
outlines of the government proposed are summed 
up under the following heads: 

1. Equality, regardless of race, sex, or faith 

2. Public ownership of land, natural re- 
sources, and public utilities 

3. Individual initiative guaranteed 

4. The co-operative principle the basis of 
economic organization 

5. No land speculation or financial oppres- 
sion 

6. Free public education in all its grades 

7. Hebrew to be the national language 
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The Present Sunday-School Situation 

The following is a summary of an address 
by Louis O. Hartman, delivered at the 
annual meeting of the Board of Sunday 
Schools, recently held in Chicago, as reported 
in the Graded Sunday School Magazine: 

The year 191 8 was a trying one for 
Sunday schools. There were startling 



numerical losses throughout the country 
and in practically every phase of Sunday- 
school work. At least a dozen denomina- 
tions had actual losses, and most of the 
others suffered severe cuts in their accus- 
tomed gains. Some of the decreases 
in enrolment were : Baptist (North), 
88,409; Congregational, 2,588; Evangelical 



